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View from the Bridge
By William Reiter, FC

Happy New Year to all.                                         

First I would like to thank everyone for

your confidence and hope that I will live up to your

expectations.

Second, I would like to thank Jim Hendley for his

service and all that he accomplished and I hope to

build on what we’ve already started.  As we enter a

new year, old and new challenges await.  New lead-

ership, flotilla, division, district and OTO, new train-

ing opportunities, challenges to keep our qualified

personnel current, training new personnel to name a

few.

My philosophy throughout my career and life

is “The Difficult we do immediately, the Impossible

takes a little longer”.  I had used that saying for

many years before I found out it is attributed to

someone famous.  Regardless, it works.   In spite of

the setbacks, we’ve survived, regrouped and are

moving forward.   In my prior life working at Elmen-

dorf I had to deal with changing commanders, each

with new ideas or direction so frequent course cor-

rections are not new.  We come through some tough

times and now we can move forward.               

Thanks to Jim Hendley, Jared Nelson, myself

and many other, the interior of the caboose is com-

plete and we will be able to use it to interface with

the public.

Thanks to Jim’s hard work, the caboose lease

with the City of Whittier is signed and we can pro-

ceed with the much needed deck repairs.                    

So, what are our challenges and what do I see

for this year.

First, with fewer facilities on the water, my top prior-

ity is to reach more boaters through the Vessel Safety

program hopefully heading off problems.

Second, we need to keep our qualified personnel cur-

rent and rebuild our operations program. Third, in

conjunction with an increased Vessel examiner pres-

ence in Whittier, we need to have a public presence

at the caboose.

Finally, we need to explore funding avenues

and complete needed deck repairs.   If you haven’t

been active in past programs, please consider areas

where you would like to help.                                     

With everyone’s help, I look forward to a

busy and prosperous year.   
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Member Training 2014
by Mark Parmelee FSO-MT

The Whittier Flotilla in 2014 had a

particularly busy year in Member Training.

12 members completed all the required

mandatory classes

15 members completed more than one but 

less than all eight of the mandatory classes

A total of 148 mandatory course sessions 

were passed by flotilla members.

5 members completed the Auxiliary 

Specialty Navigation Class

4 members attended the coxswain academy 

in Homer

24 members attended a TCT refresher            

workshop

13 members attended the 2014 

vessel exam workshop

2 retested and passed Navigation Rules

Operational Training Notes:

The first weekend in May we offered on the

water training in Prince William Sound that was at-

tended by 22 auxiliarists.  We had Whittier and Kenai

Peninsula auxiliary members, the OTO, DIRAUX,

Commodore Morris, and Chief of Staff  Bruce Jones.

We began with meeting Whittier City Employees and

proceeded to on the water training.  Frank Veith

brought Thirsty to Whittier for the training.  We left

the weekend with Frank Veith receiving a Coxswain

Qualifying Exam from the OTO.  The rest of us got

some good practice.  Dave Brubaker as FSO-OP coor-

dinated the training.

The first Friday in July, Mark and Katie

Parmelee received their third year on the water QE.

Jim Hendley brought his boat to Whittier to be the

distressed vessel for towing maneuvers.  Later in the

summer Dave Brubaker and Kathy Lyday received

their third year on the water QE.

Dave and Tommie Brubaker’s boat, Kindred

Spirit, was instrumental for all the on the water train-

ing throughout the summer.   

Member Training
by Mark Parmelee FSO-MT

The Whittier Flotilla is offering the Auxiliary

Patrol Specialty Course. Attendees will improve op-

erations skills and learn specifics to assist with pa-

trols, regattas and marine parades. 

Chapters 1-3 cover Patrol Requirements,

Crew Duties and Patrol Organization. 

Chapter 4 is Safety and Survival Equipment

and will be lead by Mike Dunn. 

Chapter 5 is Health Hazards to the crew and

will be lead by Jim Chase.

Classes will be at BP and/or the BP Energy

Center, March 16, 18, 23, and 25. The plan right now

is to start at 6:30 and go until 8:30.

Please let me know soon if you are thinking of

attending. I need the names of members so I can

order the study guides.

District 17 Auxiliary Leadership
Academy and Awards Banquet

District 17 will have a Leadership Academy

February 13th through 16th.  There will be some mem-

ber training, and lunch and dinner as well as the Sun-

day night Awards Banquet.  

Several options are available for attendance.

You may choose from training only to the whole

package with all meals and training.  

Reservations for lodging must be made before

January 23, 2015. The attendance form and fees must

be submitted before January 23, 2015. The form is

available on the Whittier Flotilla website by clicking

on the 2015 Summit Registration Form. Everyone at-

tending must pre-register. 

For flotilla members attending the training,

complete the form and pay the fee. Keep your receipt

and turn the receipt in at the end of the summit to

Terry Stoddard. 

AUXPAT, the Auxiliary Patrols Specialty course, fo-

cuses on the complete spectrum of operational patrol

activities both on the water and in the air. This includes

Safety Patrols, Search and Rescue (SAR), Regatta

spectator safety control (powerboat race, sailboat race,

rowing race, etc.) and Chart Updating/Aids to Naviga-

tion Patrols.You can achieve success as an AUXPAT

Specialist by passing a closed book, proctored exami-

nation with a score of 75% or better.
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Whittier Flotilla Change of  Watch
The Whittier Flotilla held the change of watch

during the January Meeting Wednesday 14, 2015. The

incoming Flotilla Commander, Flotilla Vice Com-

mander and Flotilla Staff Officers were sworn to of-

fice during the meeting.  

Whittier Flotilla Staff  2015
Elected Members                                  

FC William Reiter
VFC John Larsen
IPFC James Hendley   

Appointed by Flotilla Commander

FSO-CM William Reiter
FSO-CS Tom Kane
FSO-DV        James Chase
FSO-FN Terry Stoddard
FSO-HR   Sue Whitney          
FSO-IS Jean Holzheimer
FSO-MA Roy Stoddard
FSO-MS John Whitney
FSO-MT Mark Parmelee
FSO-NS Mike Dunn
FSO-OP Roger Holland
FSO-PA Dorothy Bishop
FSO-PB Cathey Sterling
FSO-PE James Hendley
FSO-PV Bethany Kindrick
FSO-SR Deanna Barbarick
FSO-VE Russell Lyday

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=170
http://cgauxwhittier.org/
Cathey Sterling FSO-PB

P. O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521

907-529-7353 alaskaaux@gci.net

Photos courtesy of Mark Parmelee  

Public Education
Whittier Flotilla is offering the Boating Skills

and Seamanship course beginning February 12th. The

classes will meet Thurdays at the BP Energy Center

6:00 pm. The course continues meeting Thursdays

into mid April.   For further information contact FSO-

PE James Hendley       

Public Affairs
Whittier Flotilla has a booth at The Anchorage

Boat Show. The show will be in the AT&T Sports

Pavilion March 13 – 15, 2015.  We will need volun-

teers to staff the booth. This is another great venue for

sharing boating safety with the public.  Further details

will be provided at the next Flotilla meeting.                               


